make sure everyone knows what to do. That's why
we train constantly.

"Our training isn't limited to physical conditioning
and basic survival techniques. We also learn the as-
pects of military tactics and strategies that we're
likely to be involved with, as well as how to work
together as a team.

"Each individual on the team must be independent
enough to stand alone, and at the same time, be so-
meone others in the unit can depend on for assis-
tance," Gray explained.

"Infantrymen have very diverse job requirements.
We must know how to train and conduct warfare
operations in a variety of environments, including
deserts, mountains, jungles, woods, urban areas and
during amphibious assaults.

"Infantrymen have to learn how to adapt," said
Gray. "We could be training in the desert tomorrow
and in the mountains next week. The variety makes
this job exciting, and I've learned to challenge my-
self and those in my unit to push to the limit."

Marines learn infantry skills during a six-week
course at either Camp Lejeune, or at Camp Pen-
dleton, Calif. During classroom training and field ex-
ercises, the Marines are taught infantry tactics, how
to construct and camouflage fighting positions, how
to set up mines and demolitions, and how to use
communication equipment.

After getting the basics of infantry tactics in
school, constant training with their units refines the
infantry skills and molds the Marines into a fighting
force to be reckoned with.

"I'm as confident as can be," Gray said. "If we go
to war tomorrow...sure, most everyone is going to be
scared, but we are confident in ourselves and in the
other Marines around us I'd trust anybody in my
platoon with my life." O

Fatigue shows on the faces of the participants of the

march. (U.S. Marine Corps photo)

Hiding in a tree, an infantryman aims his rifle on the  "enemy." (U.S. Marine Corps photo)
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